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Your Editor 
Remembers 


It seems like it was only yesterday 
when I first stepped out on the stage 
of the Golden Horseshoe. Many 
things have happened and many 
things have changed since the day 
Disneyland first opened. And, in that 
ten years, I’ve kept from getting 
bored because Disneyland is differ- 
ent day in and day out. That’s the 
secret of working here. 

I’ve changed a lot in those ten 
years, also. The picture above is of 
me when I first went to work here. 
I’m the one on the left. I was also 
the first person under eighteen to go 
to work at Disneyland. 


WE NEED CONTRIBUTIONS 


BACKSTAGE DISNEYLAND PAYS 

only compliments FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 
But we want YOU to contribute to 
YOUR magazine. 


PHOTOS 


STORIES 
ITEMS 


Mail to Wally Boag c/o 
Golden Horseshoe 
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LETTERS To 


June 4, 1965 


Dear Wally, 


Thanks for the invitation to write 
a note for the Backstage Tencennial 
issue. 

I remember so well that day long 
before opening when you first had 
your teeth... beans... knocked out. 
That was just one of the thousand 
things we had to learn about our 
Disneyland show. 

We really didn’t know exactly 
what we were doing, but the last ten 
years we proved one thing conclu- 
sively, and ld like to mention it. 
Although our plans and designs 
came out with the perfection we ex- 
pected, the critical point in this 
whole gamble was the people at 
Disneyland. 

Whether you were “on stage” 
hosting the public, or backstage 
keeping things going and develop- 
ing a reputation throughout the 
world for cleanliness, it was the 
Disneyland people who were es- 
sential to its success. | 

So, at this Tencennial time, I’m 
happy to have a chance to express 
my sincere gratitude for the unselfish 
cooperation of every individual in 


the Disneyland organization. 
And, if you think the last ten 
years have been exciting, stick 


around...you haven’t seen any- 
thing yet! 
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Dear Editor: 

During one of my brief sojurns into 
culture here in New York I hap- 
pened to visit the Museum of Mod- 
ern Art. On the second floor in the 
Impressionalistic Section I came 
across a new work by a new artist. 
Here is what was written on the 
brass plate, under the picture: “Ac- 
quired just this Easter, this painting 
represents the work of the new ar- 
tist, Doom. His work is something 
unusual in the Extensalistic field.” 
Thought you might like to see a 
photograph of the painting. 


Frank Stanek, 
It’s a Small World, 
New York World’s Fair 
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PEOPLE 


DISNEYLAND IS RIDES, ATTRACTIONS AND MICKEY MOUSE 
BUT MOST IMPORTANT, IT IS PEOPLE, PEOPLE LIKE YOU AND... 


BY DAVE KOCH 


JOHN GRAY 


A former football player for Notre 
Dame and Duquesne Universities, 
John, at 56, is now a foreman in our 
security force. 

John attended school in Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. Upon grad- 
uation he received a football 
scholarship to Notre Dame. How- 
ever, he broke his knee and was 
unable to maintain his scholarship. 
So, he went to Duquesne University 
under another scholarship. _ 

In his senior year he met his wife 
at a game with Kent State in Ohio. 
They were married and John went 
into the Army and became a 2nd 
Lieutenant. His enlistment was up 
in 1936 and he went to work for a 
police department in Pittsburgh 
where he became sergeant in charge 
of 22 men. He served in the Marine 
Corps during World War II. 

After the war the Grays came to 
California and John became the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance agent 
for the city of Norwalk. At that 
time he was the only agent; today 
they have 46. | 

When Disneyland first opened, 
John applied for a job and was hired 
to work that night by the Burns De- 
tective Agency (a lessee that pro- 
vided a security force) at $1.35 per 
hour. He maintains that the hardest 
part of his job during those first 
months was learning to recognize all 
the officials. 

Walt used to walk with John on 
part of his route and talk to the 
people in the shops and on the street. 
“He is a wonderful guy,” says John. 

John says he has served in every 
security post in the Park, and that 
he is called “the meanest man in 
Disneyland.” “But I don’t think Pm 
so bad,” he added. 

John has two daughters; Cornelia, 
the oldest, put herself through Long 
Beach State College by working for 
Merchandising and as a tour guide. 
Jacqueline worked in Hobbyland. 


JIM QUIGLEY 


Hired in June of 1955 as a time- 
keeper, Jim Quigley is the General 
Accounting Office Manager today. 


He can recall some of the early days 
and experiences of the Finance De- 
partment. | 

In May of 1955, Jim drove by the 
construction site where Disneyland 
was being built and obtained an ap- 
plication for a job from the Security 
Office. “The area surrounding Dis- 
neyland was covered with orange 
groves and most of the roads were 
mud or only half completed,” he 
recalls. 

Three weeks later Disneyland 
called and asked Jim if he would 
like to come in for an interview. 
“Would I!” he answered. So he was 
hired as a timekeeper. The man who 
took his picture for his I.D. was a 
young administrative assistant in the 
orientation program. His name is 
Dick Nunis. 

The few days before the Park 
opened were quite hectic. “I can 
remember walking down Main Street 
the Wednesday before Press Day 
(Sunday, July 17, 1955, known to 
many of the original Disneylanders 
as “Black Sunday”). The streets 
weren't paved, dirt and debris lit- 
tered the ground. Most of the build- 
ings weren’t completed. I didn’t see 
how they could possibly open the 
Park in three days.” Within those 
three days 600 men were added to 
the payroll. Jim was so busy he 
didn’t have time to see the Park 
until opening day. “It was fantastic,” 
he said. “Everything was done, com- 
plete to grass and flowers.” 

One of the more amusing inci- 
dents that happened in those early 
years is known to many in Account- 
ing as the A. Frame incident. It 
seems as though paper work came 
through for an Evans and Reeves 
(landscapers ) employee by the name 
of A. Frame. Jim sent the paperwork 
through, complete with time card, 
only to discover that A. Frame was 
a truck. 

Jim was born and raised and at- 
tended school in the City of Broth- 
erly Love, Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania. He enlisted in the Coast Guard 
and served for six years. He at- 


tended business school while he was. 


in the service and completed a five- 
year correspondence course through 
an accounting school in Illinois in 
seven months. 


JOHN GRAY 


JIM QUIGLEY 
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Shortly after coming to California 
he began working at Disneyland. He 
has four girls. 

“Since I have been with the Pay- 
roll and Accounting Department, we 
have moved ten times and it looks as 
though we may move again. We 
have come a long way. There was a 
time when all the payroll checks 
were written by hand. Today the 
entire payroll is handled in a matter 
of minutes by a computer.” 

By talking to Jim one can tell he 
is proud of the Park and its growth. 
“We have a good product and I be- 
lieve in everything we stand for,” 
he said. 


RIMA BRUCE 


Rima is the personal secretary to 
Jack Olson. She came to work here 
in July of 1955. Since that time she 
has been a secretary in several de- 
partments. 

When the park opened, merchan- 
dising and food administration were 
one department in one office. Rima 
spent a large part of her time typing 
menus. “We were one big happy 
family,” she recalls. 

Rima was born in Los Angeles 
and attended school there until her 
sophomore year in high school. She 
finished her last two years in Long 
Beach, graduated during the war, 
and worked for the Navy at Los 
Alamitos. After the war she worked 
for John Hancock Insurance and for 
a Piper Cub airplane distributor in 
a small two-girl office at the Long 
Beach airport. 

Rima has worked for the original 
merchandising and food administra- 
tion division, for Kelly Smith in pur- 
chasing for one month, as a secretary 
in operations for two years, and re- 
turned to merchandising to work for 
Jim Baker in 1959. 

It was in the Park that she met 
her husband — a security man. “He 
was the plainclothes, gumshoe 
type,” she said. They met in 1957 
and were married in Hawaii in 1960. 
They have no children. 

Rima and her husband, now an 
insurance broker, live in Laguna in 
the Crescent Bay Area. 


DOLLIE POPE 


Disneyland has only two perma- 
nent human inhabitants. They are 
Dollie and Owen Pope who live in a 
small picturesque house next to the 
Pony Farm. 

Dollie is a “seasonal” employee 
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working for her husband. She is in 
charge of the Farm during the sum- 
mer months as a department clerk. 
“I take care of the time cards and 
the paper work Owen doesn’t have 
time for,” she explains. During the 
winter she works unofficially. 

Dollie loves animals and has a 
menagerie of pets: two myna birds 
who talk (one says, “I talk; can you 
fly?”); several parakeets and ca- 
naries; five fox terrier dogs; and not 
so long ago, a pet monkey and bob- 
cat. 

According to Dollie, one of the 
most interesting attractions in 
the Park when it first opened was the 
Circus in Fantasyland. “It was a 
good circus, complete with steam 
calliope, lions, tigers, panthers, and 
elephants,” she said. The Popes 
were also in charge of the stage- 
coaches and covered wagons that 
were used in Frontierland. 


Dollie met Owen in Fort Worth, 
Texas when she was 16 years old. 
They were married five years later. 
In the years that followed, Owen 
built custom trailers for horses and 
they traveled from horse show to 
horse show with their “hitch” of 
eight to ten Shetland stallion ponies, 
winning recognition and prizes. 


Dollie and Owen have been with 
the Disney organization for 13 years. 
They had their first contact with 
Walt at a horse show in Sacramento. 
An agent of Walt’s was at the show 
and was quite impressed with the 
Popes’ ponies and showmanship. 
Walt contacted them and they came 
to the Studio. They lived at the 
Studio in a trailer for two years, 
making harnesses and advising the 
artists who were building the stage- 
coaches and covered wagons. “We 
saw Walt a lot in those two years. 
He is a wonderful person,” Dollie 
said. 


July 13 will be the Popes’ 30th 
anniversary. “This is the same date 
as Walt’s. It should be his 40th,” 
said Dollie. 


The Popes came to the Park when 
construction began and moved into 
their house next to the Pony Farm. 
Today they are in charge of all the 
animals and the employees that 
work with them. They make and re- 
pair all their own harnesses. They 
even have a blacksmith shop where 
they shoe the horses and mules. 


Dollie, who has spent most of her 
life in Texas, calls herself a Texan 
but says she is not the braggin’ kind. 
“I Jove it here,” she said. 


BERT WALKER 


A Canadian by birth, Bert has led 
an active and interesting life. Today 
he is the manager of the Mad Hatter 
hat stands. He attended school in 
Canada and lived in the western 
part of the country. In 1939, Bert 
was in his early 20’s and jobs were 
scarce, so he worked in a mine in 
the Arctic as a timekeeper. Shortly 
before WW II, he learned to fly, and 
flew for Canadian Airways. And 
during the war he was in the Cana- 
dian Air Force. In 1947, he came 
to the United States and began sell- 
ing hats. He has worked with cir- 
cuses and large carnivals selling his 
hats in every state in the Union. 

Bert came to Disneyland in 1957, 
two years after the Park opened. 
According to Bert there was a short- 
age of help and “we did nothing but 
work.” “We hired people on the 
spot and they went to work the same 
day,” he said. The Fantasyland and 
Tomorrowland stands opened at the 
same time. They consisted of the 
hats on shelves and racks, and two 
portable sewing machines on rollers. 
Today there are four stands, one in 
each of the lands and one on Main 
Street. Benay Albee, a hat com- 
pany, sponsors the Mad Hatter 
through four individual investors 
who in turn employ Bert. 

Bert met his wife here in 1959. 
She was a Disneylander and worked 
in the Tomorrowland souvenir stand. 
She was a widow withi four chil- 
dren. “I married late, but caught up 
in a hurry,” said Bert. There are 
five children now, four boys and 
one girl. 

Bert’s favorite leisure activity is 
the Disneyland Golf Club of which 
he claims to have the “crookedest 
handicap.” 


ANDY ANDERSON 


A school teacher turned carpen- 
ter, today Andy is the Superintend- 
ent the Mill. ; 

The Mill is located in the corru- 
gated steel structure across from the 
Personnel building. As Andy sits in 
his window-enclosed office he can 
survey the work being done by his 
men. Andy calls the carpentry work 
turned out by his shop “common 
everyday work.” To someone out- 
side the Park it would be far from 
“common, The carpenters at the 
Mill produce almost all the intricate 
woodwork found throughout the 
Park. “There isn’t much in the Park 
our carpenters haven’t improved, 


‘built, or decorated,” said Andy. 
They are currently working on the 
elaborate wall and ceiling panels for 
The Mr. Lincoln exhibit and the 
Plaza Inn. 

Andy was born in Hiawatha, Kan- 
sas in 1900. He attended elementary 
and high school in June City, Kan- 
sas. After high school he went to 
Emporia Teachers College and upon 
graduation taught 7th and 8th grades 
in the small town of Bushong, Kan- 
sas. 

Ten years later the depression 
came, and with it a cut in teachers 
salaries. So, Andy turned to car- 
pentry. Prior to WW II he worked 
at a bomber base in Topeka, Kansas. 
In 1940 he served ,with the Army 
engineers and was stationed at Camp 
Beale, California. After the war he 
worked for the MGM studio for 
eight years. 

According to Andy, the original 
mill was located where the Lincoln 
exhibit is now. “We had 150 men 
then as compared to 22 today work- 
ing during those last weeks before 
the Park opened,” recalls Andy. “It 
was a lot of fun but a lot of hard 
work with long hours.” 

Andy considers the contruction 
of the stores on Main Street to be 
one of the most interesting of his 
experiences. All the store fronts 
were made in the mill and installed 
— complete — on the metal shells. 


A DECADE 
AT 
DISNEYLAND 


Many Disneylanders have been 
with the Park since opening day in 
1955, and another large group since 
before that time. Below are listed 
those long-time employees who will 
be receiving recognition for their 
long-time service. 

Dept. 10: Jack Sayers. 

Dept. 16: Betty Jo Leeper, Pred 
Newcomb, Chas. Whelan. 

Dept. 18: E. Kelly Smith. 

Dept. 19: Jack Reilly. 

Dept. 20: Lucille Cottom, James 
Quigley, Violet Smith, Hugh Woods- 
worth. 

Dept. 21: Clint Chittenden, Carl 
Freeberg, Don Higby, Kenneth St. 
Hill. 

Dept. 30: John Catone, Broney 
Ciesluk, Pete Crimmings, Ronald 
Dominguez, Dorothy Eno, Chas. 
Hannaford, James Haught, Frank 
Heidemann, Billie Hoelscher, Caro- 
lyn Long, Ben Meister, Lawrence 


Miller, Richard Nunis, Robert Pen- 
field, Owen Pope, Milo Rainey, 
Robert Reilly, Marion Sechler, Wil- 
liam Sullivan, Jack Taylor. 

Dept. 31: Chuck Abbott, Roy 
Brehm, James Cashen, Allan Davis, 
Joe Derkowski, Boyd Diaz, Cecil 
Gibson, Homer Holland, Stanis La- 
Fortune, Robert McDonald, Ray- 
mond Malson, Frank Martines, 
Lester Ritter, Lloyd Stephens, Ray 
VanDeWarker, Earl Wuestneck. 

Dept. 32: Ralph Ballentine, 
Charley Brock, Arthur Chapman, 
James Lindsey, Frank Pfannensteil. 

Dept. 33: Octave Day. 

Dept. 34: Imogene Brinkmeyer, 
Omega Lyles, Vivian Oborn, Cora 
Lee Sargent, Della Strathmann, 
Mary Van Thyme. 

Dept. 35: Gordon Cameron, Eu- 
gene Galentine, Jessie Gibbs, John 
Stevenson. 

Dept. 40: Charles Alexander, 
Lawrence Anderson, Sam Billings, 
Chas. Boyajian, Hubert Drummond, 
George Mills, Dean Narath, Michael 
Orrick, Cleo Parker, Flemon Rob- 
bins, Thomas Roppa, Raymond 
Schwartz, Lawrence Smith, Earl Vil- 
mer, James Warrick, Robert Washo. 

Dept. 41: Abraham Alvarado, 
Albert Alvarez, Earl Anderson, Leo 
Ara, David Bartchard, Roy Branies, 
Jessie Cotner, William Cribbes, 
Mario D’Amore, Dewey Dempsey, 
Paul Fallan, Hugo Fardin, Oren Gal- 
legly, Stanley Gomez, Harry Good- 


acre, John Hanlon, Derris Hansley, 
George LeFebvre, William Moyer, 
James Peacock, Raymond Skinner, 
Maynard Swenson, Luther Weaver, 
Warren Weems, Walter Wist, John 
Yarber. = 

Dept. 43: H. A. Christopher, 
Johnie Johnson, Mickey Orosco, Or- 
ville Phelps, Archard Richardson, 
John Thomasson, Clifford Walker. 

Dept. 44: Ralph Adams, Walter 
Coleman, Dominic Conte, John Ger- 
lach, James Harmon, Arthur Narath, 
Daniel Poppa, George Short, Louis 
Thomas. 

Dept. 45: Virl Casey, Joe Del- 
phin, Simon Dubois, A. F. Ortiz, 
Gunter Otto, G. Pimentel, O. M. 
Sepulveda. 

Dept. 46: James McCurry, John 
Miller, William Locke. 

Dept. 47: Edgar Carnegie, Lulu 
Miller. 

Dept. 50: Raul Grisanti. 

Dept. 60: Thomas Walker. 

Dept. 61: James Barngrover, 
Wally Boag, Herman Terando, Ted 
Tracy, Vesey Walker. 

Dept. 70: Rima Bruce, Donna 
Stichtman. 

Dept. 80: Jack Lindquist, Edward 
Meck. 

Dept. 81: Milton Albright, Doro- 


thy Manes. 


“NOW EVERYONE WILL KNOW THE MATTERHORN!” 
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Remember when the Court of 
Honor used to be where the Tomor- 
rowland Jets now are. This was a flag 
of each state in the form of a star. 
Do you recall the Autopia when it 
had a wide track and the cars could 
turn completely around? Occasion- 
ally this would happen and when 
it did two cars would have a head 
on collision. 


In those early days there were no 
submarines. In that area was located 
the Tomorrowland Lake with the 
Phantom Boats. These boats had 
air-cooled outboard motors enclosed 
in a compartment on the boat. As 
a result, the boats burned out motors 
faster than they could repair them. 
They were not on a track but ran 
free, often times ending up on the 
mud lake. 


The Tomorrowland Lake was con- 
nected to the Storybookland canal 
by another canal which ran along 
the Steam Train Railroad track. At 
one time they thought that they 
would run air boats on this canal. 


The original Space Man of To- 
morrowland was John Catone. Pete 
Crimmings and Ron Dominguez re- 
member sitting on top of old Look- 
Out Mountain one day with Walt 
and Lilly. Walt was telling them that 
some day he planned to build a big 
mountain on this spot and the Sky- 
way would run through the middle 
and there would be some kind of a 
ride going around and through the 
mountain. Little did they know that 
this would be the spot on which the 
Matterhorn was constructed several 
years later. 


In the early days of the Park 
things weren’t too organized. For 
example, they had fifteen men sched- 
uled on the Satellite View of Amer- 
ica and six girls on the Rocket to 
the Moon. 


The Bell System Exhibit opened 
in Disneyland on May 19, 1960 and 
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again on May 19, 1965 we had an- 
other celebration. Five years in the 
Park and a new concept in exhibitry. 


Five years ago our exhibit had 
many cold hard facts of merchan- 
dising. Today we have beauty of 
outerspace and the fascinating look 
into the future of our lives of leisure 
and fun. 


Our picture phone has been a 
source of many wonderful conver- 
sations plus seeing our own Disney- 
landers talk with us from the Bell 
System Exhibit at the New York 
World’s Fair. I’m sure that we have 
talked to at least 20 or 30 of them, 
all having fun with one of our many 
thoughts for the future. 


As we think of space and the fas- 
cinating future it holds for all of us, 
we are able to show you how our 
electrical impulses beam to Telstar 
— Awe-inspiring, I must say. 

For another look into the future 
we have our Electronic Switching 
Office which will enable each and 
every one of you to use our touch- 
tone dialing. Just buttons to push. 
That’s all, but what it will do is 
amazing. For example, your poor 
little dog has been in the house all 
day and needs a little exercise. Just 
key the abbreviated numbers and 
out he comes. What a life. 


Last, but certainly not the least, 
our wonderful show, “America the 
Beautiful,” still an outstanding at- 
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The summer season is in full 
swing—and the men in Maintenance 
can remember when the foremost 
thought was just getting the Park 
opened back on July 17, 1955. A 
deadline had to be met, and May 
and June were hectic months. 

Ten years ago, most of the de- 
partments were working six and 
seven days a week. The carpenters 
like Cliff Carothers, Earl Anderson, 
George Williams, George Le Fevre, 
Scotty Scribbs, L. H. Anderson, John 
Yorber and Harry who covered 
many a Goodacre, can remember 
when many complete buildings were 
built down by the Old Mill (not 
stream but Main St.) and taken to 
the field. 

For example, the Railroad Tower 
at the Entrance to Disneyland was 
built in the Mill and then set up, as 
was the Draw Bridge at the Castle. 
Through the years a certain pattern 
has been followed. Cliff says about 
100 boats must be reworked each 
year and all the trains. Patch work 


is done through the summer and 
then permanent patch work in the 
fall of the year. Then get ready for 
Dixieland and Christmas and rehab 
all the rides in the field. 

Bob Smith, who works in elec- 
trical maintenance, can remember 
when they had one shop on what 
was Called Tijuana Row. It was then 
moved to wardrobe and now it is 
under the Monorail building. 

Back in the early years of the 
Park the switch trouble for anima- 
tion caused many hours of work. 
Electronic eyes were used especially 
on the Jungle Ride. Seems like the 
sun reflected on the water and ani- 
mation started at wrong times. The 
rising Natives were up when they 
should have been down and caused 
many a spiel change. Now, ten years 
later, proximity switches are used on 
the rail and the animation is con- 
trolled by the guides on the boat as 
they cross over them. Air pressure 
is used now instead of hydraulic. 

Swede Swenson, who started ten 
years ago in construction and then 
became a machinist, can remember 
when the engines in the Jungle boats 
were red wings. Now they are grey 
(not from age) marine engines. They 
added boats every year, and now 
there are a total of twelve. In the 
early years, no snifters were used 
and Curly Bill and his side-kick Paul 
get quite a charge out of fixing them. 
They have a nose for trouble. 

Alex Burns can remember when he 
was the only one in air-conditioning. 
The Moon Ride was the first to have 
that luxury, followed by the Golden 
Horseshoe (still a lot of hot air in 
there) and the Fantasyland The- 
atre. Main Street has central air- 
conditioning, and a chiller plant (not 
to scare the guests) will be on the 
east side on all new attractions. 

Jack Lee, Hugo Fardin, Walter 
Wist, Owen Tiedy, William Laws 
and Doyle Boisseau, can remember 
when they lifted their first paint 
brushes ten years ago. Conditions 
have improved and now they have 
a laboratory to test all materials. 

Art Narath and Dean Narath are 
a father and son combination in the 
sound and projection department; ten 
year men along with Ralph Adams, 
Dominic Conti, Babe Coleman, John 
Gerlach, Dan Poppa, Jerry Bates, 
and Jim Harmon. 

Jim can remember when there 
were just three men in sound and the 
room was originally located where 
Alıice-in-Wonderland is now. Jim has 
been a theatre projectionist since 
1936. He is married, has two girls 


and a boy. Jim’s son works in Jani- 
torial and goes to Fullerton JC. 

Ten years ago tape players were 
scattered around the Park. Now they 
are centralized in air-conditioned 
sound rooms. Alice-in-Wonderland, 
Peter Pan and Mr. Toad are all in 
the sound room. The sound room for 
the Jungle was located back in the 
gully. This department has grown 
from seven men to twenty. Jim says 
even the supervisors are wired for 
sound now. 

Many improvements have been 
made since 1955 in every depart- 
ment of the Magic Kingdom. Rides 
have been moved, torn down, ex- 
panded and others put in their place. 
Our hats are off to the combined 
efforts of every person in all depart- 
ments of maintenance, who made 
the Magic Kingdom truly the eighth 
Wonder of the World. May the next 
ten years bring as much joy and hap- 
piness to another 50 million guests. 


So, we’re ten years old. What 
were those early days like in the 
Finance division? According to Ken 
St. Hill (Admissions), “They were 
exciting. We learned by experience 
and experiment.” For the first two 
months after opening Kenny worked 
seven days a week averaging 13 
hours a day. Toward the end of the 
second month Kenny was so tired he 
forgot where he had parked his car 
and spent 45 minutes looking for it. 

During those early days the vault 
was located in the “snake pit” ad- 
joining the administration building. 
The burglar alarm was so touchy a 
truck coming too close would set it 
off. This would sometimes happen 
four or five times a week. At the 
back of the vault hung a shotgun to 
be used “In Case of Emergency 
Only.” The only emergency that 
developed was that the gun was 
never used and the shells rusted in 
the barrel, so Security took it away. 


Clint Chittenden is also a ten year 
man. He worked for a lessee who 
operated the Parking Lot. Clint 
spent a lot of his time during those 
opening days directing traffic on 
Harbor Boulevard. 

Leaving the past and returning to 
the present, we have a wedding, a 
300 game, and a “fairyland.” 

Wardrobe. Curt Hinman will 
marry Linda Van Duyne (Merchan- 
dising) June 20. Don Hufstader has 
five stitches in his eye from doing 
back flips in a pool. Lella says the 
new dresses are almost ready for the 
Plaza Inn and Lincoln Exhibit. The 
costumes are designed here and 
made locally or in San Francisco. 

Cash Control and Admissions. 
Carl is back from a month’s vaca- 
tion to Europe. Seems he had a little 
trouble adjusting to the left hand 
drive but survived without a scratch. 
Fred was in the hospital for almost 
three weeks with a spinal column 
infection. He should be back by the 
time this goes to press. Bill will grad- 
uate from Cal State at Fullerton this 
summer. Otherwise the rest of the 
crew is too busy pulling Lincoln ex- 
hibit coupons from ticket books to 
have any news. (It seems the tickets 
claim the exhibit will open June 1 
but due to complications won’t open 
until July.) Mike Siciliano bowled 
a perfect 300 game in the practice 
session before the sweepstakes. At 
the sweepstakes the next night he 
only averaged 145. What happened 
Mike? 

Accounting. Jack overheard a 
guest talking to one of the tellers in 
the Bank of America. “Disneyland is 
just wonderful. There is something 
here for everyone to enjoy ... even 
a fairyland...” Joyce is expecting 
the stork in December so will leave 
us soon. Lois LaRues’ son, Chester, 
who works seasonally in the Parking 
Lot, graduates from Whittier Col- 
lege in June. He is going to attend 
an Episcopalian Seminary in Na- 
shota, Wisconsin. 

Ethel Barnick has left the tab 
room and is now working in reserva- 
tions at the Hotel. Judi says she is 
dying of pneumonia. Accounting 
may move to new oflices, but they 
don’t know where yet. This will be 
the eleventh move for the depart- 
ment. The staff generally agrees that 
they need a new “reproducing ma- 
chine.” They haven’t decided which 
sex. Dick Woody, ex-Disneylander, 
finished 6th at the Annual Bowling 
Tournament held in Palm Springs 


with a 217 average. 
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OPEGIAL EVENTS 
OF INTEREST 
{dvu 10 1960 


1955 


The major event that year was the 
OPENING TELEVISION SHOW 
on July 17th. Other events of interest 
included: HORSELESS CAR- 
RIAGE DAY (Sept.), and our 1st 
ANNUAL HOLIDAY FESTIVAL 
(which also included the MICKEY 
MOUSE CLUB CIRCUS) from 
Nov. 24th through the first week 
of January. 


1956 
In 1956, we opened a number of 
new areas in the park, such as: 
ASTRO JET (April), CRANE EX- 
HIBIT (April), TOM SAWYER 
ISLAND (June), and the SKY 
RIDE (June). The KELLER ANI- 
MAL SHOW was given that year 
and we also inaugurated our Ist 
ANNUAL OLD FASHIONED 
EASTER PARADE & FASHION 
SHOW (which has continued until 
the present with the exception of 
the fashion portion). The MOUSE- 
KETEERS made an appearance 
here in November when they were 
riding high. We also had a SPORTS 
CAR CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE 
in April. An event that commenced 
being an annual affair was the 
HOLIDAY FESTIVAL (Nov. to 
Jan.). By the way, concerning this 
event, in 1955 and 1956 it consisted 
primarily of visiting school bands 
and vocal groups from all over 
Southern California. It was not until 
1957 that we started our Christmas 
Parade. | | 


1957 
In March of this year we held our 
Ist ANNUAL WESTERN NA- 
TIONAL PANCAKE RACES, 
‚sponsored by Aunt Jemima, which 
continued as an annual event 
through 1964. More new attractions 
were opened this year, including: 
THE INTERIOR OF SLEEPING 
BEAUTY CASTLE, MONSANTO 
HOUSE OF TOMORROW (June), 
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HOLIDAYLAND (June), VIEW- 
LINER (June), and Casa De Fritos 
(June). The MOUSEKETEERS 
were still very popular and appeared 
here in April, September, and No- 
vember. Two other new Special 
Events this year included: WORLD 
TRADE DAY (May), in conjunc- 
tion with the Los Angeles Chamber 
of Commerce, and the NEW 
YEAR’S EVE PARTY (Decem- 
ber). In regard to the HOLIDAY 
FESTIVAL, this was the first year 
of our “CHRISTMAS IN MANY 
LANDS” PARADE (December). 
I also recall that it rained so hard 
on the day originally scheduled that 
we had to postpone it one week! 


1958 
This was an active year for Special 
Events, with many new ones in- 
augurated (some of which have be- 
come annual ones). These included: 
VALENTINE DANCE  (Febru- 
ary), KIDS AMATEUR DOG 
SHOW (March), TWIN DAY 


(April), DAIRY DAY (April), 
ZORRO DAYS (April and No- 
vember), SALUTE TO YOUTH 
(June), FOOTBALL RALLIES 
(Sept. to Nov.), and STEAM CAR 
MEET (Sept.). Several other new 


rides and attractions were opened, 
such as: GRAND CANYON DIO- 
RAMA (March) and the DEDI- 
CATION OF THE COLUMBIA 
and OPENING OF ALICE IN 
WONDERLAND (June). By the 
way, Art Linkletter took part in the 
Columbia Dedication and we piped 
Admiral Richmond aboard! An 
event of major interest that year was 
DISNEY NIGHT AT THE HOL- 
LYWOOD BOWL (August), with 
Zorro and many other Disney per- 
sonalities taking part. This was also 
the year that an airplane landed in 
our parking lot! (April) Remember? 


1959 
The main event in 1959 was the 
DEDICATION DAY PARADE 
and CEREMONIES (June), which 
included a television show, parade 
and opening ceremonies for the 
MATTERHORN, SUBMARINE 
RIDE, ETC. Richard Nixon was 
Grand Marshal of the parade and 
Meredith Willson led the “76 Trom- 


bones”! Other new events that year 


included WESTERN DAYS (Feb- 
ruary), with stars of “Lawman,” 
“Cheyenne,” and other popular tele- 
vision shows, and THANKSGIV- 
ING WITH THE INDIANS 


(November), in conjunction with 
ZORRO DAYS. We served a 
Thanksgiving dinner in Frontierland. 


1960 

Our first “DIXIELAND AT DIS- 
NEYLAND” event was held this 
year (October), which has become 
an institution. That year we fea- 
tured Bob Crosby, Teddy Buckner 
and others. Opening ceremonies 
were also held in 1960 for NA- 
TURE’S WONDERLAND. In Oc- 
tober, we had several other new 
events, including UNITED NA- 
TIONS DAY and TWIRLING 
CORPS COMPETITION. 


1961 
On Memorial Day week-end that 
year we featured BENNY GOOD- 
MAN, who drew a big crowd, and 
also featured Goodman and Tommy 
Sands at our first GRAD NITE 
PARTY (June). In April, we had 
a ceremony for the 25 MILLIONTH 
GUEST in the park and dedicated 
the WISHING WELL. 

1962 
This was the year that we started 
the SPRING FLING (April), and 
held the CAVALCADE OF 
BANDS (June), which featured 


Count Basie and others. It was an 
active summer with the weekly 
“MEET ME AT DISNEYLAND” 
television shows and special appear- 
ances of HARRY JAMES OR- 
CHESTRA (July), RAY AN- 
THONY’S ORCHESTRA (August) 
and BENNY GOODMAN (Au- 
gust). Dedications of new attrac- 
tions included the DOUGLAS 
MOON RIDE (June), NEW AUNT 
JEMIMA RESTAURANT (Sept.) 
and TREE HOUSE (Nov.). 


1963 
In January, we commenced shoot- 
ing the MICKEY MOUSE CLUB 
TV SHOW, which proved to be 
very popular. That summer we had 
Count Basie (June), TEX BENEKE 
ORCHESTRA (July), TOMMY 
DORSEY PACKAGE BAND with 
Frank Sinatra Jr. (August), HAR- 
RY JAMES ORCHESTRA (Au- 
gust), and inaugurated our weekly 
“HOOTENANNIES” on Monday 
evening. Also, a press preview was 
held for the TIKI ROOM in June. 


1964 
In June of 1964, we had our BIG 
BAND FESTIV AL, featuring Count 
Basie, Duke Eliington, Benny Good- 


man and Wayne King. Other or- 
chestras that made special appear- 
ances that summer included: SPIKE 
JONES (August), PEREZ PRADO 
(August), and HARRY JAMES 
(Sept.). The “MARY POPPINS” 
PREMIERE was held at Grauman’s 
Chinese Theatre. Bob Hope emceed 
the OLYMPIC TEAMS DINNER 
& SHOW (Sept.). Other new events 
of interest included the dedication 
of INTERIOR OF THE COLUM- 
BIA (Feb.), and the “TURKEY 
TROT” DANCE on Thanksgiving 
Week-end (Nov.). 


1965 
The Tencennial year will feature 
many special events, particularly 
during the summer with special ap- 
pearances coming of DUKE El- 
LINGTON, WAYNE KING, SI 
ZENTNER, HARRY JAMES and 
many others. Thus far we have had 
the VALENTINE DANCE (Feb.) 
and our Easter activities, which in- 
cluded the SPRING FLING, OLD 
FASHIONED EASTER PARADE 
AND BALLOON ASCENT, and 
the KID’S DOG SHOW (April). 
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Which gives the world great satisfaction. 
(And by the way — we also tax you) 


We're the city that always backs you 


You've been here a decade or so, 
From an orange grove io an attract 


Fantasyland — ten years later — 
remains the Happiest Kingdom of 
Them All, to the young and the 
young at heart. One of the main 
reasons for this is the people that 
are ON STAGE, as well as those 
that are BACK STAGE, running 
the show. To successfully be ON 
STAGE at Disneyland means that 
you must have a genuine liking for 
people. This is particularly true of 
Fantasyland, because of the close 
contact with the children of all ages. 

Most of the “old timers” in the 
Park have worked in Fantasyland at 
one time or another. BOB PEN- 
FIELD, CARL RITTER, AND 
RAY VAN DEWARKER were here 
at the beginning. Ray liked it so well 
that he remained in the land for six 
years. Others like BOYD DIAZ, 
RAY MALSON, and JACK WHIT- 
TINGTON almost became perma- 
nent fixtures. STAN LA FORTUNE 
was around then and is back in 
the land again this summer. And 
the girls, MONA STROUD AND 
JOAN GARABENIE were the 
BARBARA AMMERMAN and 
VENITA WOLFE of their day. 
PAT HENDERSON, who is at the 
Moon Ride this summer was back 
and forth through the land, working 
every ride. 

Remember when there was a tic- 
ket booth located at each ride? IM- 
MOGENE BRINKMEYER was the 
first ticket seller at Casey Jr. and 
ANNE DANIEL of the Tour Guides 
was the last before they changed to 
central booths. RUTH HARPER 
has the record for longest occupancy 
of booth #6, but MARY VAN 
THYME moves back and forth 
through the land periodically. 
CORA LEE SARGENT, VIVIAN 
OBORNE, and JOYCE BELLAN- 
GER, all at the Main Gate, were 
ticket sellers here. 

Remember when Bob Reilly was 
supervisor? and remember when all 
the supervisors wore orange ties? 

Once, when FRANK HEIDE- 


SMILEY 
BOB REILLY, 
TEN YEARS 

BACK 


MANN was supervisor, he walked 
into the PRINCE and found an Ital- 
ian lady combing her hair in front of 
the mirror. Very irate and in broken 
English, she ordered him to get out, 
saying “You are about the tenth man 
that has come in here, can’t you 
read?” Unable to make her under- 
stand that it was she who was in the 
wrong place, and unable to quiet her 
screeching, he retired to the front, to 
keep other PRINCES from entering, 
until the lady had completed her 
toilette. 

I remember my first day in Fan- 
tasyland. I was sent to break in on 
Snow White. After thirty minutes, 
JERRY SCHUSTER said I would 


never make a ride operator. He sent 
me to JIM PATTON. As I was leav- 
ing Jim told me that I would make a 
hell of an operator. After Jerry, I 
wasn’t sure how he meant that, but 
it turned out OK because I remained 
there for a month until ROY 
BREHM needed a man on the Sky- 
way. Later when I went to Casey Jr., 
Jerry was foreman there, but PAUL 
BOERNER had already cued me in 
on the operation, so we got along 
fine. Thinking of Casey Jr., I remem- 
ber that AL VAIL was there almost 
constantly until this year and WILD 
BILL BERRY was decked out in the 
blue and white coveralls, summer 
after summer. 

I remember: JIM CORA’s excel- 
lent performance as the elephant boy 
on Dumbo. 

MEL NEINAST, 
around on the Carrousel. 

CHUCK ABBOTT, hiding in the 
devils den at Mr. Toad. 

EARL ARCHER’s wonderful 
way with kids on Midget Autopia. 

JOHN CATONP’s hilarious spiel 
on Storybookland, especially in Ital- 
ian dialect at Gepetto’s Village. | 

The season of 1959, and BOBBY 
HITE and JIM FULTZ’s record- 
breaking summer on the Tea Cups. 

How proud everyone was with the 
July 1960, 5th Anniversary edition 
of “The Disneylander.” | 

This has been a wonderful ten 
years, and we are looking forward 
with much enthusiasm to the expan- 
sion and changes that will have taken 
place in this HAPPIEST KING- 
DOM by the time we celebrate 
“OUR FIFTEENTH ANNIVER- 
SARY.” 

But — whatever happened to 


SPRING TONICS? 


Swinging 


| PRIP. SHOP | 


“YOU'LL HAVE TO FIND SOME OTHER WAY OF PLUGGING THE TENCENNIAL!” 
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What Kind of man reads Backstage Disneyland?... 


A man who demands the quintessence of elegance in all of life’s perquisites, a man with 
consummate confidence in his high standards of perfection, whether in regard to cars, play- 
mice or literature. 

Official surveys prove conclusively that Backstage Disneyland is read by more mouse-eared 
people than any other publication in the nation. 

Be the first on your block to read... BACKSTAGE DISNEYLAND. 
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JENNINGS 


“Good afternoon friends. Wel- 
come to the Indian Village,” says 
Chief Whitehorse as he greets the 
guests who come to see the Indian 
performance. You too, Disneylander, 
are welcome to our village. Come 
down and meet a few descendants 
of the original inhabitants of this 
continent. 

We’re here to represent our peo- 
ple and, naturally, we want you to 
know us and to know about our race. 
I suppose the most asked question 
is “Are you really Indians?” Yes, 
we are and at one time lived on a 
reservation. 

Chief Whitehorse belongs to the 
Otoe tribe and is from Red Rock, 
Oklahoma. Before coming to Dis- 
neyland five years ago, he made his 
living by farming and raising live- 
stock. Prior to coming out west for 
his “retirement,” he was a leader 
of his tribe. Truman Daily, which is 
his English name, acts as supervisor, 
narrator, leader, and walking ency- 
clopedia about our people. 

Whitecloud has an entirely dif- 
ferent background. He is a member 
of the Santa Clara Pueblo from 
Santa Clara, New Mexico, and also 


Mike “Red Eagle” Tafoya 


Truman “Chief Whitehorse” Dailey Leonard “Whitecloud” Tafoya 


a citizen of the British Common- 
wealth. How did this come about? 

It seems that love blossomed be- 
tween an English girl and a Pueblo 
soldier during World War II and 
the results of all this is a wonderful 
family of seven, who after their re- 
turn from “over there,” lived in the 
village of Santa Clara, New Mexico. 

For reasons of employment, the 
family moved to California and now 
live in Hermosa Beach. Leonard Ta- 
foya, which is Whitecloud’s English 
name, graduated from Redondo 
High with honors and letters in ath- 
letics, also a couple of scholarships 
which he intends to use for college. 
He is one of the best hoop dancers 
in the country and is the grandson 
of a governor of all nineteen Pueblo 
Villages. 

Mike Tafoya, or Red Eagle, is 
Whitecloud’s younger brother who 
also performs with us. Like his bro- 


Ruthe “Pretty Star” Homer 


ther, he hoop dances and sings. He 
now attends Redondo High School 
and from all reports is a fine athlete. 
Both Leonard and Mike Tafoya, or 
Whitecloud and Red Eagle, are sons 
of a former Disneyland employee, 
Joe Whitecloud Tafoya. | 

Operations and now Guest Rela- 
tions has the services of a former 
Miss Indian America, Ruthe Homer, 
who during the summer of 1964 went 
to work for the Productions Depart- 
ment here in the Indian Village. 
Pretty Star or Ruthe, a member of 
the Gros Ventre tribe from near Bil- 
lings, Montana, represents her peo- 
ple well and acts as hostess, an- 
nouncer, and dancer throughout the 
summer season. 

Little Buffalo, or Mike Miller, is 
the only member of the current group 
who has somewhat of a show busi- 
ness background. Mike’s parents 
have been involved in movie mak- 


Mike “Little Buffalo” Miller 
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ing in Hollywood ever since they 
moved to California from Otoe coun- 
try near Red Rock, Oklahoma. Be- 
sides recent credits, Little Buffalo, 
as a boy, had the experience of 
performing with various circuses as 
a member of the Sugar Brown Dance 
Troop. 

Horsestealer is a Sac Fox Indian 
from Oklahoma and has been work- 
ing at Disneyland a year and a half. 
Dan Jennings, to use his English 
name, also dances and narrates. 

Alvin Deer, or Red Warrior, is a 
member of the Kiowa Tribe from 
Oklahoma, and has a reputation 
throughout the Indian World as “one 
of the best” singers and dancers.” 

The dances we do may be enter- 
taining to you but in actuality they 
are a demonstration of the dances of 
our contemporary Indians. We show 
social and novelty dances to give an 
idea how our dances originated. For 
instance, the War dance is the main 
social dance among the Plains In- 
dians or those tribes that occupied 
the great central plains are of mid- 
western America. It is not, and was 
not, a dance of war. In the begin- 
ning, it was known as the Omaha 
Dance from that tribe of Indians 
who originated it by immitating the 
atcions of a hunter as he looked for, 
found, and stalked his game. Only 
since the coming of the white man 
has it been called “War Dance.” 

The Swan Dance is a dance for 
the womenfolk only, to announce the 
coming of Springtime, as the swans 
would fly from the South back to 
the North. 

The Eagle Dance was brought 
about by the Indians wanting to 
show some respect for that great bird 
they admired so much. It is done by 


Dan “Horse Stealer” Jennings 
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simulating the actions of an eagle 
both in flight and on the ground 
foraging for food. 

The Shield and Spear Dance is 
performed by two warriors immitat- 
ing the fast and furious action of 
battle with these primitive weapons. 

To show or demonstrate one of 
the most recent dances developed by 
our forefathers we select the Horse- 
tail Dance. As you know, the horse 
is not a native of this continent. The 
Spaniards introduced the horse to us 
around 1600 A.D. This most mag- 
nificent animal soon grew invaluable 
to the Indians. To show our appre- 
ciation as well as to honor the horse 
we perform this Horsetail Dance by 
attaching a horsetail around the waist 
and prancing, in time with the drum, 


like a horse. 


The most spectacular dance is the 
Hoop Dance. This dance was orig- 
inated by the Pueblo people to teach 
the youngsters speed and agility. 
They would have the youngsters 
dance through hoops making de- 
signs, discarding and picking the 
hoops up without the use of the 
hands, all in time with the drum. 

We conclude our program with 
another very popular social dance 
commonly known to the Indians as 
the Round Dance, but we have taken 
the liberty to rename it especially 
for Disneyland as the Friendship 
Dance. 

So, Disneylanders, won't you come 
to the Indian Village and join us in 
our Friendship Dance? The step 1s 
easily done and you are always 
welcome. 


Alain “Red Warrior” Deer 


The future is uncertain. The fu- 
ture is a mystery. The future is... 
the future. But, by looking into my 
wild crystal ball, here is one of the 
future attractions not planned for 
Disneyland. 

Hidden in a jumble of other 
houses, each and everyone exactly 
alike, we find the fascinating Tract 
House. This is no Early American 
Home... Early American, that’s 
where you have to go outside to 
get to the garage. This is a typical 
tract house built with the finest cor- 
rugated cardboard available. Here 
you may knock on the wall and hear 
someone knock back. It’s the plas- 
terer. They buildthem so fast, he got 
left inside. Here you may find those 
exotic features only found in those 
tract houses with those quaint names 
like Orange Peel Acres or Olive Pit 
Grove. | 

Upon entering we are greeted by 
three great danes, two cats, and a 
pet iguana named Elizabeth. We feel 
the draft blowing from the furnace, 
and each guest gets to play that 
game, “It’s my turn to change the 
thermostat. We feel the hot air 
blowing from the air conditioning. 
Once inside we find no smell of burn- 
ing coming from the kitchen, that’s 
because the stove is in the bedroom. 

Each group of fifteen guests will 
all enter the teeny bathroom where 
one of the lucky males is chosen to 
shave under 38 pairs of silk stock- 
ings hanging from the shower rod. 
After the guest returns from first 
aid, we go into the living room to 
watch a television screen rampant 
with interference from high tension 
wires situated over the roof, plus 
interference from hundreds of cars 
which pass the house. One may press 
a button on the set and the screens 
turn to a mirror so you may see 
what your family looks like from 
the front. 

The kitchen is replete with push 
buttons to do the work. One button 


on the washing machines makes it 
waddle next door to borrow soap, 
and there’s even a button which does 
nothing but push back. It makes you 
feel wanted. 

In the bedrooms each guest will 
try the doorknobs of each closet so 
they’ll relive the experience of wind- 
ing up with a loose doorknob in 
their hands. Souvenir doorknobs 
may be purchased at the realistic 
Home Finance Souvenir Stand lo- 
cated just outside the house. 

Finally, our guests will be able to 
visit the uphill backyard to watch 
the true-life adventure fight between 
the good grass and the crab grass. 

And as each guest leaves, they re- 


= ceive an imitation wooden plaque 


which reads: “Pleasant Buffoonery 
to you all. OS 


Witch Dr. remembers when the 
only ride in Adventureland was the 
Jungle Cruise. As a matter of fact, 
it was the only ride really completed 
on opening day. Do you remember 
when? — These Jungle Bunnies do — 
Jack Whittington, Homer Holland, 
Bill Sullivan, Jack Taylor and Pete 
Crimmings. Pete was the foreman 
on the Jungle Cruise. Jack says the 
ride was Taylor made for him. 

Jack Whittington worked in oil 
supplies prior to 1955 and came to 
Disneyland two weeks before the 
Park opened. Jack has worked nearly 
every ride in the Magic Kingdom. 

In those days there were seven 
boats and seven minute trips. Only 
one chute was used for loading the 
boats. They used to have real live 
alligators in the bull pen for the 
guests to look at. One day they got 
out and in the water. Talk about live 
animation, no mothers-in-law were 
lost that day. 

The operators gave the spiel 
through megaphones and ten or 
twelve trips were a common thing. 
First aid was really busy swabbing 
out sore throats. Homer Holland says 


"IT SURE BEATS PARKING HERE” 


he still has callouses on his vocal 
chords. Homer went to the Arcade 
and then to Frontier Shooting Gal- 
lery and has been there ever since. 
Sort of found a Home (r) there. 
You could usually find the boys 


on break in the Pagoda or the old 


Cantina. One night the foreman just 
walked off and Jack Whittington was 
made night foreman. Jack inaugu- 
rated the six shot off the rail and 
three shot motor trouble. He tells 
of an incident about Jack Krause 
who took a load of guests out and 
suddenly six shots were heard, then 
six more and finally a total of thirty- 
six shots were fired. The divers pan- 
icked, what had happened? He had 
accidentally knocked the ignition 
switch off with his light and thus the 
name Machine-Gun-Krause stuck 
from then on. The boys used to save 
the empty shells and sell them to 
salvage. The money was used for a 
beer bust. (Remember, boys?) 

The uniform in those days was a 
white shirt and pants and a yacht 
cap. Finally microphones were put 
on the boats and the Congo Queen 
was the first to have one. Can’t you 


see the boys dashing for the Congo 


Queen every morning? Some of you 
will remember the Little ‘Gourmet 
and the White House and the Brown 
House. The Bazaar was actually the 
only shop in the area at that time. 

Ray Van De Warker is the present 


foreman of the Jungle Cruise and a _ 


ten year veteran of the Park. He and 
Bob Penfield hired in the same day. 
They went to school together at Ana- 
heim High. Bob was one of the 
youngest foremen in the Park at 
18 and as assistant supervisor at 
21. He started in the Fantasyland 
Area and still holds the record car- 
ried for one day of guests in the Park 
on Snow White. At the present time 
he is supervisor in Adventureland, 
but Bob says it all dePens how you 
Field about the situation. 

The Jungle Cruise was the only 
ride in Adventureland til 1962. Now 
we have the Swiss Family Tree 
House which grew up in about six 
months and the Wonderful En- 
chanted Tiki Room came into being 
in 1963. A whole new medium of 
entertainment was brought into focus 
with Audio-Animatronics. The Tiki 
Room was on the drawing room table 
ten years ago and now is up in the 
air. This show is programmed on 
tape which actuate relays and they 
in turn supply movement to the char- 
acters in the show. 

More and wonderful attractions in 
the years to come, but the Jungle 
Cruise is still one of the outstanding 
rides in the Magic Kingdom. July 17, 
1955-July. 17, 1965. ‘Ten exciting 
and fun filled years in Adventure- 
land. 

Witch Doctor must make magic 


and disappear. 
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— BY CLAUDE PLUM 


SENSATIONAL SCOOP! A recent find of old and rare 
photographs has been discovered. Here, for the first time, 
is a photographic history of the creation and building : 


of Disneyland. Once the idea of Disneyland was conceived, top secret meetings were held behind 
closed doors. 


ee 
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WED designers created the many attractions, while working under adverse conditions. An orange grove, where children played, was chosen as the site for this new 
amusement area. 


The first order of construction, the removal of the orange trees, left many weird To keep uninvited guests out, an earth wall or berm was created. 
shapes which had to be leveled. 
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The waterways in the park were created almost overnight and caught many em- 
ployees unawares. 


But all was not calm — problems arose — the electrical crew was called to the 
wardrobe department to repair a berserk sewing machine. 


As Disneyland neared completion, many world famous organizations, like the Car- 
nation Co., were invited to open fabulous restaurants, complete with entertainment. 


George T. Mills, Sr., supervised construction from a simple shack, under almost 
primitive conditions. 


The portable air compressors broke down and a new method of supplying air had 
to be found... 


On July 18, 1955 Disneyland opened its doors to the public and the first child 
entered. 
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Hoot Gibson, from the Mark 
Twain, recalls one July day (and 
evening) in 1955. It was opening 
day for the Press and Walt Disney 
was giving a party aboard the Mark 
Twain. “It sure was a good party!” 
said Hoot, his eyes glistening, as he 
reminisced. For some reason, though, 
he refused to elaborate further! 

The Mark Twain was assembled 
in Fowler’s Harbor at a cost of 
$225,000 and among the notable 
steam engineers were such famous 
characters as Jim Hughes, Fred Fite, 
Doug Simple, Shorty Hall and Al 
Davis, who still stirs up the steam 
boiler, and of course, Hoot Gibson. 

The crew of the Mark that first 
summer consisted of seventeen men 
and six steam engineers. As Jim 
Haught recalls it, there were two 
men on tickets, three men on the 
dock, one in the pilot’s cabin, five 
running around the decks and five 
men TO GIVE BREAKS!! 

Jim remembers that Irene Dunne 
christened the Mark Twain. with 
actual waters from the Mississippi 
River. He also told about the huge 
loads they sometimes carried as the 
Mark was the only ride in Frontier- 
land in those early days. There was 
no Indian Village, and Trading Post, 
no war canoes, no rafts, no Colum- 
bia, no keel boats, no shooting gal- 
lery, and yet, as Jim reminisced, the 
public was “amazed” at what Walt 
Disney had accomplished in what 
was once an orange grove... with 
an assist from Mickey Mouse. 

Dick Nunis. was Frontierland Su- 
pervisor then, and some of the other 
Supervisors were Bill Stewart and 
“Doc” Lemmon. Famous Frontiers- 
man, Homer Holland, had been Jim 
Haught’s milkman back in the old 
home town in Iowa. But neither one 
knew the other until they met in 
Disneyland. Foreman Homer has 
been the King of the Wild Frontier 
Shoot for lo, these many years, but 
in 1955 there was a livestock ex- 
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hibit where Holland’s Gallery now 
stands. 

Famous athlete, Frank McNell, 
helped with the construction of Na- 
ture’s Wonderland in 1957 and then 
became a ride operator on the at- 
traction. Ron Dominguez was the 
first foreman. 


The Stage Coaches and the Con- 
nestoga Wagons were features of 
opening day. Ralph Nelson, who is 
to be seen daily driving one of the 
big horses that pull the big Street 
Cars along Main Street remembers 
those days. He drove the coaches 
and wagons and recalls that they had 
to cross two streams during the trip. 
The water was a foot deep and when 
the wagons hit the streams on the 
full gallop the water would go flying 
up over the buckboard. The water 
was so cold, and splashing up over 
the horses hot flanks would really 
make them run. Art Chapman (Main 
Street Surrey), Frank Pfannenstiel 
(Mule Packs) were among the early 
coach and wagon cowboys. 

There’s a young ‘old timer’ among 
us called Tom Sawyer or rather Tom 
Nabbe is his name. It is hard to 
separate the two Toms. Tom N. was 
the first Tom S. when Tom Sawyer 
Island was first opened in 1957. He 
first sold newspapers outside the 
Main Gate in 1955 and then one 
day he prevailed on Walt Disney that 
the Island needed a real Tom Saw- 
yer about the premises... namely 
himself. He got the job. He baited 
fishing poles on the fish dock and 
he CLEANED THE FISH that were 
pulled out! Tom remembers that 
there was a ‘live’ spiel on the Mark 
Twain as it huffed and puffed its way 
around his Island. Only trouble was 
that there wasn’t anything to spiel 
about. Pardon me. There was one 
big tree hanging out over the big 
bend of the River, right beside the 
old Chicken Plantation House. 

Ron Dominguez was the first fore- 
man on the Rafts and he recalls how 
the poor old bandstand sometimes 
took a beating from some of the wild 
raft drivers. The bandstand was 
known as a Gazebo and was built 
out into the river. The raft dock was 
then located near the bandstand and 
right beside the place where a fork 
of the Jungle River emptied into the 
Big River. In the Summer there was 
a peach tree laden with fruit grow- 
ing near the Gazebo. On occasion, 
when a raft driver would swing in 
close to pick some fresh peaches 
from the tree he would clobber the 
Gazebo. 

The Indian War Canoes used to 


have electric motors and propellors 
with a battery under the stern seat. 
The guests didn’t have paddles and 
when the batteries would go dead it 
was mighty hard paddling for the 
poor Indian guides. So they provided 
paddles for the guests and gave a 
demonstration on paddling to the 
people on the dock. 

Among the motley crew of the 
Keel Boats that first year were the 
following exalted supervisors: Larry 


Miller (foreman), Ron Dominguez, 


Milo Rainey, and Garry Conk. No, 
they were not supervisors then, or 
were they? Larry didn’t say 


Ron wore a Davey Crockett out- 
fit, complete with coonskin cap. The 
jacket was of leather and very hot! 
However, he would get cooled off 
when fights were staged with Mike 
Fink and everybody fell into the 
River. 

Milo used to like onions, big ones, 
that he would eat like they were 
apples. Sometimes Jim Haught had 


to keep him alone all day in the 


pilot’s cabin of the Mark Twain... 
away from the guests! Milo was 
known as “Zeke” then and he liked 
to go hunting on his days off. One 
day he was eating a piece of meat 
that he had killed on a recent trip. 
Bob Allen came up and helped him- 
self to a big bite. He almost choked 
to death on a mouthful when Milo 
inquired casually, “How do you like 
that piece of fried polecat, Bob? ... 


Honest. 


DELLA 
STRATHMANN 


. Where were you in May, June and 
July of 1955, before Disneyland 
opened? Sometimes I can’t remember 
if there was a “Before Disneyland!!” 

One of the most cherished mem- 
ories of my first five days was 
“Freda.” She was a beautiful lady 
who was hired to teach us the 
“ropes.” It was she who instilled in 
us how important it was to present 
the Magic Kingdom to Mr. and Mrs. 
Public. After she talked to us for a 
couple of hours she would take us 
for a walk inside the berm. From 
the beginning, you could hardly be- 
lieve what you saw! When you tried 
to put it in words, it wasn’t easy. 

At least 100 to 120 females were 
hired as “ticket sellers.” We had 
yellow slips saying to report to “Carl 
Freeberg” and it was signed by Curt 
Lineberry. However, Dick Tryon met 
us. I happened to be the first to ar- 
rive and second was Jeannie Gilles- 
pie, a New Jersey blonde. (From 
that day on I’ve been last.) 

We arrived each day at 9 a.m. 
By 2 or 3 p.m. we were dismissed 
to go to the “Water Wheel.” (Who 
put that in?) 

We were sent over to the Ware- 
house and you have never seen so 
many uniforms together. Racks and 
racks of them, every color and de- 
scription! You thought that you 
were looking at every costume in the 
“whole wide world” and wondered 
just which one you would end up in. 

Our fitting rooms were the most. 
Three sides of plywood up against 
the side of the warehouse. The beau- 
tiful blue sky was our roof. You have 
never seen so many bodies, dressed 
and undressed! Eunice of “Eunice 
Maid” was there with Lulu Miller. 
Lulu became our “guiding light.” 
You could depend on her for most 
anything, including a shoulder to 
cry on. ` 

Our wardrobe had wall-to-wall 
asphalt. No mirror, no restrooms. 
(You hoped you looked “pretty” and 

you held your breath.) 


Those were sure the “goodie-days” 
when we offered ourselves to act as 
“guests.” We would order “steak 
dinners at the Red Wagon Inn, any 
and everything at Carnation . . . only 
to help the waitresses train, you un- 
derstand. (Sure was hard to decide 
what you wanted, when it was free. ) 

We had strange classrooms! Some- 
times, we sat around the flagpole; 
sometimes down on the “Hub.” We 
even rode the “streetcars” up and 
down to help “break” the horses in. 
It was hard to believe we were being 
paid for having fun each day. 

A day or two before we opened, 
a group of us were on the porch of 
the Red Wagon. We saw a fellow 
riding a bicycle down the street. I 
sure thought that he looked like 
Walt Disney. I knew Walt was some- 
one we would hear a lot about, but 
would probably never see. So, I 
turned around and looked the other 
way. No one mentioned it. Every- 
one pretended they hadn’t seen him. 
Sure enough, later in the day we 
were told that he was in the Park. 

You said two prayers each day as 
you checked in. One was that the 
ride you were to work on “operated” 
all day and second that you could 
get into Cash Control in time to get 
a desk to check out on. 

No one in this whole wide world 
can tell you what an experience it 
was to ever figure out a Revenue 
Sheet. All of our tellers in Cash Con- 
trol were so patient and good to us. 
Especially two, Mickey and Chuck 
were always extra helpful! Chuck 
complained a lot. Mickey kept en- 
couraging me and saying I was doing 
OK. (Imagine our surprise to know 
Mickey was really Royal Clark.) 

Those days are long gone, but will 
never be forgotten. Hard to remem- 
ber when each attraction had a ticket 
seller, when the gal at the Cinema 
took coffee breaks and had trouble 
balancing like the rest of us, when 
the impossible happened and the 
Steam Train clobbered the Jungle 
Boats in passengers carried. Not one 
but two days in a row! Bro. Nunis 
held a “sermon on the dock” the 
third day. 

A very happy moment to be re- 
membered was when we gave the 
$1,000 donation to the Orange 
County Children’s Hospital. The 
money was given to the employees 
by the King of Morocco. 

The list of survivors of July 13, 
1955 is getting smaller. However, 
Texas is still in the lead. Imogene 
Brinkmeyer is from Arkansas, Mary 
Van Thyme is from California, Joyce 


Belanger is from South Dakota. Viv- 
ian Oborne, Cora Lee Sargent, and 
lvl ole me all hail from Texas. 

Needless to say, I would like in 
some small way to express our sin- 
cere “Thanks” to Walt for making it 
all possible! 


If you were to check the list of 
all the former WED employees, we 
would have quite a few present. To 
fill you in, those who answered roll 
call on July 18, 1955 were: 

Roy Brehm — Ride Operator 

Jim Cashen — Engineer 

Matt Kim — Started as ride 
operator — engineer 

Ron Dominguez — Ride 
Operator — Supervisor 

Jack Taylor — Ride Operator — 
Supervisor 

Jim Peacock — Ride Operator 
— Arcade Mechanic 

Frank Martinez — Ride 
Operator 


Roger Alevizos and Gary Fravel 
took a vacation to top all vacations 
this Spring. The first week they 
camped out in the snow. They 
“worked” the second week on a 
Cattle Ranch in Arizona and actu- 
ally hated to leave it. We couldn’t 
do without those two. 

Before too long now, “Yogi Bear” 
of the “Swiss Family Tree House” 
is going to be waltzing down the 
“Isle of Matrimony.” Lovely Jill of 
the Tour Guides is to become Mrs. 
Steve Babbitt. Those two deserve 
nothing but the best in life! 

Three of our Retlaw family were 
included on the VIP tour to the New 
York World’s Fair. Jim and Susie 
Cora loved it, especially the cab 
drivers. May and Paul Legg enjoyed 
it. Timi and Ben Harris also were 
there. 

Belated congratulations are due 
for Bill Bealer who left us to join 
the Maintenance, electrical division, 
supervision. Also, one of our long- 
time employees, Fred McGalliard. 

Goodbyes are in order for one of 
our ticket sellers, Barbara Gautsche, 


who recently left us. 
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Not too long ago I was at the 
University of Disneyland when in 
walked Gary Fravel. Now to some 
people that may seem natural, but 
to me it usually means additional 
work. Well, it did. Gary wanted me 
to add a note or two about sports 
in Disneyland during the last decade. 
Well, here I am and I would like to 
give special thanks to Gary and Bob 
Daniel. 

Now that I stop and think about 
it, there wasn’t a lot of sporting ac- 
tivities when we first opened. I think 
the only track event we had was run- 
ning to Harleys tent to eat lunch. 
And heck, up until just a month ago 
we still had the lunch wa n. But, lo 
and behold, the magic of Disneyland 
has returned our sorely missed Em- 
ployees Cafeteria. And against the 
far wall is the addition of a beautiful 
new trophy case. It’s plumb full of 
golden figures that will tell a lot of 
this story for me. Ill try to jot down 
a few details. 

Just a few months after the draw- 
bridge of the Fantasyland Castle was 
lowered by Frank Heidemann, an 
organization called the Disneyland 
Recreation Club (D.R.C.) was 
formed for the benefit of all employ- 
ees at the Park and the Hotel. The 
purpose of the D.R.C. was to help 
form, sponsor, and support any 
Disneyland activities that could be 
termed recreational. So now our 
track team had changed its course 
and was racing to the White House 
on West Street. 

Soon we had the Gun Club, the 
Chess Club, Golf Club, Bowling, 
Softball, Basketball, the Square 
Dance Club, the Riding Club, and 
the Intra-Mural Slow Pitch Softball 
League, which was almost always 
dominated by the supervisors. 

We also had some clubs that didn’t 
quite fall under the category of the 
D.R.C., such as, racing to the break 
area, drag racing down Harbor Boul- 
evard to the Camel’s Den, drinking 
cups of water in the cafeteria early 
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in the morning, throwing push pins 
in Operations, atendance predictions 
by Ted Crowell, football passing by 
the mail boys, card playing at lunch 
time, L.P. playing at any old time, 
and the galloping dominoes in the 
locker room. 

But most of our activities devel- 
oped quite a few champions. Pll bet 
you didn’t know that we had an 
archery champion at one time. She 
was Jeanne Houtchens of the Red 
Wagon Inn. Also that Raul Grisanti 
who is one of the top golfers around, 
played with Arnold Palmer in the 
Pro-Am at Pebble Beach, or that 
Mike O’Brien competed in the Win- 
ter Olympics as a ski jumper, or 
that Carol Osborn, who once worked 
at Sunkist, bowled a 298, or that 
Rick Lavelli was ranked nationally 
as a chess player. 

Here are the names of a few 
other prominent Disneyland Sports 
Lovers... Al (Swivel-hips) Nie- 
meyer, Bud (Magic Wand) Taylor, 
Joe (T-Man) Irzyk, Ray (No 
Helmet) Van de Warker, Garry 
(Brownie) Conk, Chuck (Stroker) 
Boyajian, Bill (L.P.) Hoelscher, Jim 
(Hot Hands) Haught, Bill (Marlin) 
Sullivan, Frank (Touchdown) Mc- 
Nell. Pete (Gunner) Homer, Al 
(fishing) Wagner. Orville (Catfish) 
Smith, and Lou (Bass) Francuz. 

Some of our achievements have 
been the perpetual golf trophy won 
by Vesey Walker, Bud Taylor, Pat 
Hart, Chuck Boyajian, Bill Rasmus- 
sen, to name a few. 

The Disneyland Softball team won 
the Anaheim City League in 1957 
and 1958. They were led by such 
stellar players as Paul (Blackie) 
Legg, Al and Elmer Poemoceah, Bob 
(Penn) Penfield, Pete (Homer) 
Homer, etc. 

Many notable games have been 
bowled by the Disneyland group at 
Freeway, Linbrook, and Carter 
Bowling alleys. Some of the top 
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bowlers have been Mel (Curly) 
Neinast, Joe (Strike) Karem, Dom 
(Spare) Trivison, Gene (T-Bird) 
Carr, John (Chips) Yarber, John 
(Jungle) Olmsted, Jim (130 Aver- 
age) Cora, Earl (Sales) Dandie, 
Buck (Park) Parker, Tom (Clean- 
up) Roppa, Roy (Pigeon) Young, 
ctc. 

The following is a poem written 
by an anonymous ex-bowler: 


An Evening of Relaxation 
And Enjoyment with Close Friends 


Verse By 
See Spotrun 


See the people having fun. 

Fun, fun, fun. 

They are members of the Disneyland 
bowling league. 

Complain, complain, complain. 
They are now having an important 
important meeting. 

Stab, stab, stab 
Should we let him bowl? 

Yes, no, yes. 

These important important meetings 
are held in the nursery. 

Cry, cry, cry. 

Coming up this year will be var- 
ious golf tournaments, the slow pitch 
softball league, winter handicap 
bowling at Fashion Lanes in Santa 
Ana, with, of course, the Scratch 
League at Freeway Bowl. Where 
else? The Adventureland Area will 
attempt to retain their rank as cham- 
pions of the Canoe racing on the . 
Frontierland River. Bill Hoelscher is 
holding some sports activities in New 
York, and Bob Allen will be having 
major bowling tournaments in Den- 
ver at Celebrity Lanes. 

I know I’ve missed a lot of people 
but space on this page has had a lot 
to do with it. For further events 
please watch the bulletin board in 
the Cafeteria, and of course, this 


column. 


State of California 


GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 
SACRAMENTO 


It is a pleasure to extend the commendation of the State of 
California to Disneyland upon its celebration of a decade of 
furnishing enjoyment to millions of Americans, and further 
enhancing California's reputation as the number one 


playground of the West. 


I send my personal good wishes for Disneyland's continued 
Success, and to each of you who has done your share in 


contributing to its success. 


sincerely, : 


AMA § fe 


EDMUND G. BROWN, Governor | 


Come with us as we travel down 


memory lane to visit those exhibits 
FM v L ANE and attractions which are no longer 
Se eee with us... 
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| The auditorium of Richfield’s “The 
World Around Us—”’ 


The Mickey Mouse Circus... 


The Disneyland Viewliner 
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: __ 


The Old Frito’s Building (where 
the Ice Cream Shop is today). 
When Children claimed their 


Lost Parents at City Hall 
instead of at First Aid. 


The Chicken Plantation... 


Main Street's Red Wagon Inn | Take your photo with Davy Crockett 
and Georgie Russell..... 
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Now that we have reached a pe- 
riod of ten years, we can talk of the 
“good ol’ days.” This does not mean 
“Father Time” is catching up with 
us, because we’ll never grow old in 
Disneyland. (Just tired.) 

As we walk together down Main 
Street, U.S.A., we can remember 
the past. We see Wurlitzer with its 
new modern look ...a lovely con- 
cert area where guests used to sit 
and drink coffee. 

The Magic Shop has just been 
taken over by Merchandise. And, if 
you have missed the Printing Cor- 
ner, he left for Frontierland. 

Remember the Tobacco Shop 
when you could buy many things 
besides tobacco? Now it has been 
converted to handle many imported 
tobaccos and pipes — another Mer- 
chandising project. 

The little Jewelry Shop on Main 
Street has always been a favorite 
spot. And by the way, Jane Link, 


it’s about time for you to stop con- 
valescing and get back to work... 
summer’s here! 

The big store known as Hallmark 
used to be four shops. There was a 
coin shop, pen shop and the music 
store, which housed an artist who 
sat in the window and drew portraits, 
a player piano with rolls, complete 
selection of popular albums, plus a 
photo gallery. 

Kodak has had a face-lifting also 
in the past year, including air con- 
ditioning. 

Jumping directly across the street, 
we had a great favorite of all early 
Main Streeters. The sweet aroma 
that filled the air like fresh home- 
made bread and donuts, was tempt- 
ing. It was Puffin’s Bakery. You 
could get a cup of coffee and eat 
your second breakfast. What a treat, 
and was it fattening. But now you 
can go to that same spot and get 
refreshed with Vitamin C, a deli- 
cious glass of Bo Foster’s Sunkist 
Orange Juice. 

And it seemed like only a month 
or two ago that male employees who 
visited the Tobacco Shop were given 
a cigar to celebrate the arrival of a 
seven-pound, seven ounce girl, Kim 
Croft to Vern and Margaret Croft. 
(Editors Note:) Maybe it seems like 
only a month or two ago because it 
was June 8, 1965. Oh, boy!!... or 
maybe I should say Oh, girl!!! 
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“NOW IF WALT ONLY HAD TEN GRANDCHILDREN" 
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REFLECTIONS OF 
DiSNEYIAND/, 


BY LLOYD 
STEPHANS 


As we gaze into the clear water 
of the moat near Sleeping Beauty’s 
Castle we might see the reflection of 
the Castle or, perhaps, the towering 
presence of the mighty Matterhorn. 
In our imagination we can also re- 
flect on the many changes that have 
taken place and the history of Dis- 
neyland that has been recorded since 
the Park opened in the summer of 
1955. 

Not many of our guests or recent 
Disneylanders realize that during the 
early years of the Park’s existence, 
many of the services now performed 
by Disneyland were operated as con- 
cessions. 

For our first year the Burns De- 
tective Agency provided the security 
for the Park. The late Alex Burns 
was the Disney representative who 
supervised the work of the security 
force under the leadership of Cap- 
tain Matt Kenny. Parking service 
was provided by Mr. Kettleman and 
his associates. 


During the first five years the 
main gate news and souvenir stands 
as well as the stroller shop were op- 
erated by two people affectionately 
known as Joe and Alma. Some of 
our younger ride operators worked 
for this couple during this time. 

Throughout the Park there were 
many concessions; so Rodney (Bud) 
Coulson was appointed by Disney- 
land to be the liaison officer between 
the Park administration and the con- 
cessionaires. We know Bud now as 
the able and genial manager of the 
Aunt Jemima Kitchen. 

The Disneyland Recreation Club 
was organized during Disneyland’s 
first year and one activity that was 
enjoyed by some people was the Dis- 
neyland Toastmaster’s Club. Once a 
week these people who were inter- 
ested in improving their ability to 
communicate with the spoken word 
would convene on the second floor 
of the Plantation House and listen 
to the excellent speeches of such 


people as Wally Boag, Donald Novis, 
and Roy Washington, with the witty 
Bud Coulson as the toastmaster of 
the evening, introducing each speaker 
with just the right word. At nine 
o’clock time out would be taken to 
witness “Fantasy in the Sky.” 
Those were the days. 
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Greetings from the ‘Balloon 
Room.” Since this is our first write- 
up, I think you should have some 
idea of who, what, and where we 
are. Our Fearless Leader is Nat 
Lewis, and our Feared Leader is 
Helen Smith whom we affectionately 
call “Auntie Helen.” Now, as to 
where we are. At present, we are 
opposite the Security Office. If you 
still can’t find us, listen for the sound 
of exploding balloons. 

We have been thinking of giving 
the “Happy Blue Giants,” sometimes 
referred to as Disneyland Security, 
some competition. Fellows like Bob 
Hebner, who stands 6 feet plus make 
this possible. 

Does anybody know when they 
are going to put up information 
booths by the Castle and Tomorrow- 
Jand’s World Clock? We are tired of 
questions like “where’s the rest- 
room?” 

It seems our young guests have 
lost the time-honored tradition of 
Frankenstein and Count Dracula. 
Listening to some youngsters over 
by Merlin’s Magic Shop, it would 
seem that Frankenstein has become 
“Herman Munster” and the Count 
has become “Grandpa Munster.” 

Being dressed like a character has 
its disadvantages. Like the time in 
Fantasyland when the young “guest” 
hauled off and kicked me, and ran 
off yelling “Mommy, Mommy, see, 
his legs aren’t wooden.” Well, that’s 
part of the show! See you next issue. 
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Happy Fourth of July to you all! 
Now that the weather is nice and 
warm again, and everybody is happy 
at work, smiling faces are at all the 
gates. It makes you want to take 
a look back over the years the Park 
has been in existence. 

If you are an “old timer,” you 
might remember some “young faces” 
in Security and the Fire Department 
that are still with us. For instance, 
John Stevenson, John Gray, Luke 
Sewell, Jessie Gibbs, Ben Meister, 
Gordon Cameron, Dick Galentine, 
Thomas Mitchell, Wes Thomas, and 


“yours truly.” All of us worked for 
the Wm. J. Burns Detective Agency 
at Disneyland, and from there went 
to Disneyland Security and Fire De- 
partment. At one time Burns had 
over 150 men on duty here. 

Can you remember back when 
Holidayland was going strong? Our 
chief, Tim Hahne, could walk as 
fast as Jack Taylor could ride a bike. 
Things were wild at times, maybe 
that is why. 

Can you remember when Len 
Jones of Safety or Roger Ward of 
Operations used to work Harbor 
Gate as Security Officers and did 
a fine job of it? It was a pleasure 
to work with both of them. 

During the past few months we 
had Myles Clowers and Jack O’Brien 
from the day shift work on the sec- 
ond shift. Neither had worked nights 
since they had duty on “Lookout 
Mountain” years ago. 

The years come and go fast. Let’s 
hope you and I and the rest of our 
Disneyland family will be here when 
we celebrate our 20th Anniversary. 
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THE DISNEYLAND PHOTO ALBUM 


: DO YOU RECOGNIZE THESE DISNEYLANDERS FROM THESE PICS FROM 


THE PAST2... GOOD LUCK! 
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: 
FROM ACROSS 
THE WAY 


BY 
DELLA 
STRATHMANN 


While Disneyland was becoming 
the “greatest show on earth” things 
were beginning to shape up across 
West Street. The Hotel was coming 
along great. The Temporary “Gour- 
met” started operating in a former 
residence — to the left of our West 
Street Exit. It was so neat — small 
and cozy! You could always find 
someone there you knew. 

With Fred Werder, the manager, 
came Martha Henderson, who is 
now our Sales Director, Bill Kettle, 
now manager of the Oak Room — 
Bernice Yorba, our cashier, Ann 
Schmidt, waitress, Ruth De Long, 
who is in the Coffee Shop. When 
they moved into the Hotel in March 
of °55 Ruth De Long and Al Hoff- 
lund opened the coffee shop. Al had 


Cupid’s arrow seems to be hitting 
all over the Park. Congratulations to 
all the newlyweds and newlyweds-to- 
be. May all your troubles be little 
ones. 

Tip to single girls. If you’ve been 
unsuccessful in your search thus far, 
join the Tour Guides. 

Elderly foreign gent to Carol Ral- 
ston in Oriental Bazaar: “Please, 
may I have a mop?” Thinking there 
had been a slight accident or inci- 
dent, Carol hailed Joe Spinner who 
rushed in, trusty mop in hand. “No, 
no,” he said, “I want a mop of Dis- 
neyland.” Carol told him where he 
could buy a map. 
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formerly been with the Red Wagon 
Inn. 

When the Hotel opened in Febru- 
ary 1956, there was our favorite 
Dorothy Barbos to help you. She 
has stayed with the Hotel from the 
beginning. 

Howard Barnick was the Business 
manager for several years until we 
lost him in 1961. But we are happy 
to welcome his wife Ethel to the 
hotel staff. She is working with 
Dorothy B. 

The girls in the Coffee Shop had 
a “groomal shower” (opposite of 
bridal) for Hilton Sanders on June 
1. He plans to join the world of 
matrimony June 12. The very best 
of luck! 

Louise Dutt of the Fashion Shop 
enjoyed a delightful trip to the 
Carribean. Some people really have 
it made. 

We hate to congratulate Ronnie 
of the Sales Division. We’re losing 


her to the Melodyland Hotel. Our 


loss is their gain. She’s a great gal. 

One of our TWA gals enjoyed a 
delightful trip to Amsterdam, Hol- 
land recently. 

Marilyn, of “United” is having a 
hard time keeping her feet on the 
ground. She is going on a simply 
super trip in November to Japan. 
Last week she and her two boys 
went to the World’s Fair. 9% 


Sweet Ole Lady aboard the Col- 
umbia: “Is this really the boat Col- 
umbus sailed to America?” Sweet 
Ole Al Brandle: “Yassum.” S.O.L. 
“Well, how did you get it into Dis- 
neyland?” S.O.A.B. “We sailed it 
in.” 

Irritated husband explaining why 
his wife refused to go aboard the 
submarine. “She suffers from closed- 
terfobia.” 

Terry McPhillips aboard the Mark 
Twain, “Why is the boat so low in 
the water?” Sweet Ole Hank. “We’re 
using soft water today.” 

Jim Patton said he is smoking a 
new cigarette which is one half filter 
and one half charcoal. No tobacco. 

Now that the winter snows have 
gone, the Ski Club has taken to the 
water. Who’s next? 

Good to see Ronski back at work 
after his long vacation. 

We're looking forward to another 


happy summer aboard the Mark 


Twain with the return of The Young 
‚Men From New Orleans. If you 
haven't listened to the excellent toe- 
tappin’ rhythms of this outstanding 
group*make arrangements to come 
aboard. These Young’uns are the 
greatest. Au reservoir. | 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


Today it’s just a grassy area on 
the Disneyland Hotel Driving Range, 
reached only by the 250-yard hitters 
who may slice over near the fence 
on West Street. 

But during Disneyland’s preopen- 
ing days, it was a swinging place. It 
was one of two houses on Disney 
property outside the berm. The 
Disneyland-which-was-to-be was a 
battleground of construction activ- 
ities, and space outside was needed 
for various pre-opening activities. 

Since it had not been occupied for 
months, the place was a dusty mess. 
But after Dick Nunis swept it. out, 
washed the windows, cleaned the 
porch, cut down the underbrush and 
hung up some pictures to lend the 
Disney touch, it served the purpose 
for a training center. 

At one time or another, it was 
used for Training, medical exam- 
inations, Personnel, Safety, Security, 
Traffic Control, road construction 
coordination, Information Center, 
DRC Headquarters, music company 
office and warehouse, and refuge for 
stray Boy Scouts. 


When day was done, one could 
walk around the place and contem- 
plate a phase of Anaheim living 
which was to be replaced by “prog- 
ress.” It was surrounded by fra- 
grant orange trees, but included 
avocado, pomegranate and apple 
trees. The flowers, with modest tend- 
ing, reflected the care and planning 
of the past. 

The place didn’t have a TV aerial 
but, one wondered, who needed it? 
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I ae you're working That's right: she a a as 
at Disneyland this Start as sonas ridiculous. And for yous University 
Summer, Fuller. School’s nz Professor to work there... Che fazza 
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Exactly my points Wet has happened to 


But it's good clean, land isa symptom of 
ee Fon, the sublime ? Disneyland isa symp vor 


Farnsworth! 


time, my Friend... a Mecca for infants 
looking for predigested pleasures. 
= / 


Wh yit'sa ade of Were becominga Nation of Sponges... 
Foolishness! Fantasy we're Doing nothing, just ayingavound 
offered, BAH ( And what do we Sod King up all reality Vıcariously... Well... 
oc dere Men, mere illusion! Net one = nase © / 
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Tharıks for your opinion Famswor. 


But my decision to work theve (42 fs by theway Fuller, 
still stands. — do you think that you 
might be able to get me 


some ie oa 


D 


OF course Fuller. It's your right. 
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Earl Vilmer and Joe Diaz 
building a railroad — June 1955 


Ann Dunlavey, Becky Brachin and 
Marie Vickroy on Main St. 


Tom Nabbe and Stan La Fortune Posing 
at the Autopia —Jan. 1956 


Phil Harvey from Upjohn 


Phil Bauer, Disneyland’s Most Roy Brehm—Nov. 1955 
Artistic Hard-Sell Ad-man 
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Dick Nunis and Van France in the ill “Sully” Wi — Dec. 1955 
original Training Center—June 1955 sungen a 


Publicity’s Charles Ridgway 
Wired for Sound 


Park Photographer Charlie Nichols Ben Meister, Fire Chief, 
(center) — vintage 1946 October 1955 


Mickey Mouse and Walt Disney 


RO age 


THE ANNUAL SPRING TONIC SHOWS BROUGHT OUT THE HAM IN EVERYONE.... 


..... Frank Heideman .....Jack Sayers and Trinidad 
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